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Bren Events Center in Irvine. 
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Junior guard Raven Benton celebrates after hitting the game winner from 18 feet away 
with less than a second to go. LBSU defeated Cal Poly 54-52 on Wednesday inside the 


MEN’S BASKETBALL PREVIEW 


Getting hot at the right time 


The 49ers have a 
long road ahead to 
the NCAA but will 
face a team they have 
dominated 33-11 all- 
time. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant Sports Editor 


It is win or go home for the 
Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team, which will face off against 
UC Riverside in the quarterfinals 
of the’ Big West Tournament to- 
night inside the Honda Center. 

Since the 49ers (18-13, 12-4) 
lost to the Highlanders 74-72 on 
Jan. 23 in Riverside, they have won 
nine of their last 10 games. Mean- 
while, UCR has only won three out 
of seven games in that same span. 

Although the | Highlanders 
(14-18, 5-11) struggled down the 
stretch of the regular season, they 
beat Hawai’i, the top team in the 


ER. 


Quoth the 


Raven: 
At least 
one more 


Raven Benton makes a buzzer- 
beating shot in the fourth quarter 
to send the 49ers to the semifinals. 
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By GRESTER CELIS-ACOSTA 
Staff Writer 


Thanks to a last-second jumper by junior guard Raven 
Benton, the Long Beach State women’s basketball team ad- 
vanced to the Big West Tournament semifinal with a 54-52 
victory over Cal Poly. 

With two seconds left on the game clock, Benton took a 
desperation, fade away jumper off a pass from junior guard 
Jewelyn Sawyer to seal the win on Wednesday inside the 
Bren Events Center in Irvine. 

Benton, who went scoreless in the first half, made 11 
points in the second, just four of which came in the final 
quarter. 

“On the last shot I just felt it was good? Benton said. “I 
tried to give [up] the ball, [but] I saw my teammate stuck. So 
the clock was running down and I shot it” 

Benton made the big shot, but she credited her entire 
team as the reason why the 49ers got the win. For the first 


see CAL POLY, page 12 
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Senior guard Nick Faust works against a double team in LBSU’s win over CSUN Feb. 6 inside the Pyramid. 


conference, on the road. For that 
reason, LBSU head coach Dan 
Monson thinks the Highlanders 


are a dangerous team playing with their hats on is that they had 20 
a lot of confidence. 


“One thing that they’re hanging see TOURNEY, page 3 


Staff Writer 


THURSDAY, MARCH 10, 2016 
ASI 


Socially 
(ir responsible? 


ASI passes Socially 
Responsible Investing 
resolution, despite 
student concerns. 


By MICHAELA Kwoka-COLEMAN 


ASI senate members voted in favor 
of adopting Senate Resolution 2016-11, 
which advocates humanitarian and envi- 
ronmentally friendly investing practices, 
at last night's meeting. 

The Socially Responsible Investing 
resolution is a suggested investing pol- 
icy from ASI to the 49er Foundation in 
regard to the corporations in which it 
invests. 

The 49er Foundation is in charge of 
all private donations given to Cal State 
Long Beach. It also manages all grants, 
contracts, philanthropic money and en- 
dowments. . 

According to the 49er Foundation 
website, the foundation provides “essen- 
tial fundraising and financial-manage- 
ment services that benefit the entire uni- 
versity ... the foundation relies on a mix 
of revenue sources including investment 
earnings.” 


see RESOLVE, page 2 


NAACP to 
investigate 
CSULB knife 
incident 


President of civil rights 
group commends 
President Conoley for 
‘efforts in seeking input.’ 


By ARIANA SAWYER 
News Editor 


The NAACP’s Long Beach chapter an- 
nounced yesterday evening it will launch 
an investigation into the Feb. 25 incident 
where a student brandished a knife in a 
sociology class at Cal State Long Beach. 

“The Long Beach Branch NAACP 
is currently gathering information and 
facts surrounding the incident; accord- 
ing to NAACP President Naomi Rainey 
in a statement. “After the information 
has been studied, we will make a public 
statement.” 

The investigation comes after students 
took to social media over the last sever- 
al days to criticize the university's lack of 


see NAACP, page 3 
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Long Beach Target aims to customize convenience 


A “flex format” Target will host its 
grand opening Sunday at its location in 
the Bixby Village Plaza shopping center 
and officially opened Wednesday. 

Target spokesperson Kristy Welker 
said “flex format” ‘Targets are named 

“because of its flexibility of store ele- 
ments like size and product selection 
in order to tailor the store to the sur- 
rounding community. 

“We really hope that [the commu- 
nity will] shop in this store on.a daily 
basis to, you know, grab something 


RESOLVE 


continued from page | ) 


The resolution focuses on investing in 
companies that do not harm the environ- 
ment or violate human rights. 

The human rights portion of the reso- 
lution is what some students, ASI mem- 
bers and faculty found concerning. 

In its original wording, the section on 
human rights reads: 

“... the exploitation of historically 

marginalized people or the abuse of hu- 

man rights may demonstrate an accep- 
tance of these actions; and groups such 
as, but not limited to: children, women, 
the African American community, the 

Palestinian people, the Native Ameri- 

can community, the Latinx communi- 

ty, the Muslim community, the Jewish 

community, the LGBTIQ+ community 


quick to eat for the night, or a birth- 
day present real quick or run in for di- 
apers,’ Welker said. “[The Target com- 
pany is] just really wanting to make 
this store part of guests’ daily routine” 
Jeremiah Santos, store team leader 
for the new Target, said the commu- 
nities the store aims to cater to include 
students at Cal State Long Beach and 
the Veterans Affairs Medical Center. 
The young adult apparel, toilet- 
ries, beauty products and electronics 


sectiens-are towards: the -front:.of the:b< 


store, while the market section pro- 
vides large selections of ready-made 
and microwavable food for added 
convenience, Santos said. 

The Bixby Village Target, on Sev- 
enth Street and Bellflower Boulevard, 
also offers order and. pickup. services 
where customers can order from their 
computer or electronic device for in- 
store pickup. 

The grand opening will take place 
during the normal store hours from 
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and the disabled aaa have. been. 

- historically marginalized ... 

For some in the CSULB communi- 
ty, listing certain groups as “historically 
marginalized” and not others was con- 
cerning. 

The resolution was discussed at last 
week’s meeting, but voting on it was ta- 
bled. 

Senior communication major Tali 
Shaddaie was one of five students who 
spoke out against the Socially Respon- 
sible Investing policy resolution at last 
week’s meeting. 

In an email, Shaddaie said that includ- 
ing the phrase “groups such as, but not 
limited to” shows preference for certain 
minority and marginalized groups. 

During last week's ASI meeting, the 
resolution’s author, Senator Yasmin Elas- 
mar, and her supporters argued that the 
listing of certain groups was to simply 


2 = * id 2 S = 
The City of La Mirada is hiring! 
SPLASH! AQUATICS POSITIONS 
Supervising Lifeguard: $20.66 to $25.87 per hour 
Swim Instructor/Lifeguard: $16.41 to $21.44 per hour 
Swim Instructor: $13.38 to $18.92 per hour 
Lifeguard: $13.38 to $18.92 per hour / 
Aquatics Aide IL: $11.55 to $14.58 per hour _ 
Aquatics Aide I: $10.33 to $12.77 per hour 
Closing Date/Time: Tue. March 15, 2016 at5:00p.m.__ 


Guest Services Associate: $12.15 to $18.28 per hour 
Closing Date/Time: Thur. March 10, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. or 
when 150 applications are received. 


RECREATION POSITIONS 


Recreation Aide: $10.33 to $12.77 per hour 

Recreation Leader: $11.55 to $14.58 per hour 

Closing Date/Time: Mon. April 18, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. or 
when 0 applications are received. 


For more information or to apply online please 
visit See APOE Oe 


provide a starting point when it.comes to 
looking at corporations’ interactions with 
marginalized communities. 

Elasmar and other senate members 
also argued that the groups listed were 
the people most discriminated against 
historically. 

However, Shaddaie said that this list is 
subjective. 

“Is [the example list] implying that 
other groups’ struggles don’t have equal 
impact just because they are more in the 
minority?” Shaddaie said. “How about 
the thousands of Christians in the Middle 
East who are being slaughtered because 
of their religion? Is that not as impacting 
just because it isn’t highlighted in the me- 
dia?” 

. During yesterday's meeting, Jeffrey 
Blutinger, associate faculty member for 
Jewish Studies, also spoke against the pro- 
posed resolution. He said that the term 
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An anonymous note addressing the recent knife incident is located on the 
second floor of the Fine Arts 4 building March 9. 


NAACP 
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communication regarding the incident 
in which a 20-year-old male student 
“displayed” a short knife to a female stu- 
dent in a sociology class on race, class 
and gender. 

Much of the criticism stemmed 
from the fact that the altercation was 
not disclosed to the campus commu- 
nity in a timely warning email and 
that the incident was perceived to have 
been racially motivated. Students on 
social media claimed a white male stu- 
dent pulled out his knife to threaten a 


“suchas” can. beinterpretegsdifferently by 
different people. 

“People look at restrictive language 
and apply it in restrictive ways, even if it 
wasn't meant to be; Blutinger said. 

Before the ASI Senate voted on the res- 
olution, Senator Elasmar submitted some 
amendments and word revisions. 

The section on human rights now 
reads: 

“In the past corporations have directly 
and indirectly exploited and marginal- 
ized groups such as, but not limited to; 
children, women, the African Ameri- 
can community, the Palestinian peo- 
ple, the Native American community, 
the Latinx community, the Muslim 
community, the Jewish community, 
the LGBTIQ+ community, and the 
disabled community and in some cases 
continue to do so today...” 

While discussing the resolution, Sen- 


black female student. 

The students’ races remain uncon- 
firmed. 

“A careful assessment of [perceptions 
of race in] the reported event bears fur- 
ther scrutiny,’ CSULB President Jane 
Close Conoley said Sunday in an email. 

Rainey said she commends President 
Conoley for the way she handled the af- 
termath, including the way she reached 
out to the campus, her encouragement 
of open dialogue and the counseling 
that CSULB is offering to students and 


» faculty. 


Rainey said the NAACP will also wait 
for the Long Beach Police Department 
to finalize their investigation before re- 


leasing a report. 
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ator Christian Salazar said the listing | 

does make a statement about certain 

groups of people. He also said he didn't 
like that it could be misinterpreted. 

Senator Kelsey Kimmes also expressed 
concern about the language of the reso- 
lution. 

“Whether we like it or not, this is a 
statement,’ Kimmes said. “This isn't the 
place to make political statements about 
certain groups; this resolution is about 
investment and being responsible with 
that 

After a few minutes of discussion on 
the revised language, the resolution was 
passed. All senators present voted in fa- 
vor except for two who abstained from 
voting. 

“T think that if we want to talk about 
human rights, there shouldn't be a list of 
examples,” said Shaddaie. “ ... Its human 
rights — everyone deserves it equally” 
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Catholic faith leads blind man 


Blind student advocates 
pro-life sentiment. 


By AMANDA MAYBERRY 
Staff Writer 


tanding at about 5 feet 5 

inches - 5 feet 7 inches if 

he were to stand up straight 

— Jose Espinoza is about 

284 pounds and completely 
blind. He acknowledges his bad posture 
with a slight shrug of the shoulders. He 
apologizes for his slow gait as he navigates 
around the Cal State Long Beach campus 
but takes his time as necessary. 

Espinoza is originally from Mexico. 
In 1980, just one year after he was born, 
Espinoza and his parents migrated to 
the U.S. from their home in Guanajuato, 
where they have since become natural- 
ized citizens. Espinoza officially became a 
citizen in July 2011. 

“Thad no choice as far as coming here, 
but I've been here all my life” Espinoza 
said. “Me and my parents are now nat- 
uralized citizens. I 
was born in Mexico GG 
but I consider my- 
self Mexican-Amer- 


His voice is soft 
and precise. 

Despite being a 
new transfer stu- 
dent at CSULB Es- 
pinoza is already an 
active. member of 
the CSULB chap- 
ter of the Catholic 
Newman Club, also 
known as_ Beach 
Newman, and has been for the past four 


<fose Espinoza 


years. 
Beach Newman has been stirring up 
controversy on campus for the last five 


I don’t like people putting 
ican” me in a category or in 

a box. Most women ask 
me why I don’t just date 

a blind girl. I know they 
mean well, but to me 
they’re not really helping. cation. 


years. Every spring semester, for two days 
in March, the Newman Club invites the 
Genocide Awareness Project to the cam- 
pus to advocate against abortion. GAP is 
an anti-abortion display facilitated by the 
Center for Bio-Ethical Reform. Espinoza 
cannot actually see the nature of the dis- 
play, but he understands that the photos 
are “horrifying”. 

“The purpose of bringing GAP to 
campus is to spark debate among stu- 
dents,’ Espinoza says. 

Victoria Villa, the founder of Safe 
Space CSU, is planning this year’s counter 
protest to the GAP display. 

Villa says the mission of Safe Space 
CSU is to provide faculty and students 
with counseling while GAP is on campus. 
Villa says that what SS CSU will do is put 
up signs around the GAP display to warn 
students and faculty about what they are 
walking into before coming across the 
display. 

Villa, whose father is a pastor, empha- 
sises that her counter protest is not a de- 
bate over abortion. 

Born with glaucoma, Espinoza wore 
glasses until the age of 17 when he lost his 
eyesight completely. 
As a result of this 
disability, he spent 
10 years at Rio Hon- 
do College working 
with Disabled Stu- 
dents Programs and 
Services trying to 
find a way for him to 
progress in his edu- 


Unable to pass 
99 one of his beginning 
math courses, he 
worked with DSPS 
to find a way around 
this math course. Although doesn’t know 
the specifics of the details, but what he 
does know is that DSPS helped him and 


in the year 2015 he transferred out of Rio 
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Jose Espinosa has been an active member of the Catholic Newman Club, known as Beach Newman, for four years. 


Hondo at the age of 35. 

Espinoza began his courses at CSULB 
last fall and declared religious studies his 
major. He credits the Newman Club for 
inspiring him to transfer to the CSULB 
campus. 

Beach Newman, named for Cardinal 
John Henry Newman, is a religious or- 
ganization on campus advocating for re- 
ligious teachings and prayer. 

He first became acquainted with the 
Newman Club when some of the group 
members paid a visit to the Rio Hondo 
campus. 

Now at CSULB, Espinoza is having no 
trouble adjusting to his new environment. 
He is an active member of numerous reli- 
gious clubs including the Interfaith Proj- 
ect of CSULB, Intervarsity Christian Fel- 
lowship and Shepherds Club. The terrain 
of the campus is new to him, but he says 
he is learning his way around. 

“Tts still going to take a lot of training” 


Espinoza says. “Tll probably continue to 
ask for assistance and guidance” 

Although Espinoza occasionally re- 
quires some assistance, he effectively nav- 
igates to and from classes. Through the 
Paratransit Access Services rideshare pro- 
gram, he travels from his home in South 
Los Angeles to Long Beach Monday 
through Friday and occasional weekends. 

Espinoza enjoys being at CSULB, but 
admits that he is having a hard time mak- 
ing friends and an even harder time with 
the ladies. 

“I seem to have a hard time; Espinoza 
says. “I don't like people putting me in a 
category or in a box. Most women ask me 
why I don't just date a blind girl. I know 
they mean well, but to me they’re not re- 
ally helping” 

With women, he says no one will give 
him a chance. 

“Every woman seems to say the same 
thing, that they're already seeing some- 


one,’ Espinoza says. 

He says he likes to hang around sight- 
ed people, but sometimes they put him in 
a box, which can be frustrating. 

‘T feel like, since the campus is mostly 
a commuter school, everyone just goes 
home after classes and doesn’t have time 
to hang out,’ Espinoza said. “Or a lot of 
people are from the Bay Area and go 
home for the break” 

Regardless of his inability to find 
friends off campus to spend time with, 
Espinoza remains active. Through his 
various clubs, he shares his faith and is 
used to the controversy that his faith 
sometimes entails. 

Around campus, Espinoza has a few 
friends who are willing to help him 
whenever he needs assistance. Timothy 
Lee and Young Cho have come togeth- 
er and coordinated to help Espinoza get 


see FAITH, page 4 


‘Boot camp’ readies anti-abortion students 


Catholic Newman 
trains with the Center 
for Bio-Ethical Reform 
to prepare for the 
Genocide Awareness 
Project display at 
CSULB. 


By AMANDA MAYBERRY 
Staff Writer 


The Catholic Newman Club prepared 
themselves with a “boot camp” on Mon- 
day evening for next week's Genocide 
Awareness Project, where anti-abortion 
groups will equate abortion to genocide 
while other groups will hold a count- 
er-protest nearby. 

Also known as Beach Newman, the 
club will host its annual GAP demonstra- 
tion along with the help of the Center for 
Bio-Ethical Reform next week. CBR is an 
anti-abortion group advocating the right 
to life for the unborn. 

The boot camp is meant to prepare 
Newman members and volunteers. for 


the conflict and arguments they might 
face while hosting the display. 

Held at the Speaker’s Platform in the 
center of campus, the GAP display will 
run from March 15-16. 

GAP is a anti-abortion display featur- 
ing images of dead fetuses, the Holocaust, 
slavery and the civil rights movement. 
As described in Monday's boot camp, 
it is part of CBR’s campus outreach and 
a strategic attempt to reach the college 
demographic. The nature of the images 
is cause for controversy and conflict on 
campus. 

In response to last year’s display, Vic- 
toria Villa enacted Safe Space CSU as a 
counter protest. Villa says that SS CSU 
will put up signs around the GAP display 
which will warn students before walking 
up and seeing the photos. The organiza- 
tion will also offer counseling for faculty, 
staff and students who may need it after 
seeing the display. 

Both Newman and CBR acknowledge 
and expect conflict that they will encoun- 
ter in the two days that GAP will be on 
campus. 

Kevin Olivier, director of operations 
with CBR, trained Beach Newman mem- 
bers and volunteers at the boot camp. 
According to Olivier, conflict is construc- 
tive; it is a facilitator and it forces people 


to take a side. 

“We don't have to talk to everyone 
who comes by,’ Olivier said to boot camp 
attendees. “Some people we reach just by 
them seeing the display.” 

He informed boot campers of CBR 
and GAP’s mission: to reform society and 
change the status quo. According to him, 
the status quo is in 


favor of abortion 6G 
rights. Kevin and 


rights argue that rape is a special case 
where abortion should be permitted if so 
requested. The boot camp taught volun- 
teers to refute this argument with what it 
calls “trotting out the toddler” This tactic 
is meant to remind those in disagree- 
ment that an unborn baby is a human 
being by asking the question, “Is it OK to 
kill a 2-year-old?” 
Another re- 
curring argument 


the GAP boot camp —_ Historically, reformers did which CBR _pre- 
liken ee not fear confrontation. pares to rebut is 
advocacy to the civil : : referred to as “the 
Fe eam Se Rea They were afraid of being Bedyai. antoacea 
and the abolishment ignored. In eight days argument” This ar- 
of slavery. we re going to be difficult gument presented 

“Historically, to ignore. by abortion rights 


reformers did not 
fear confrontation, 
Olivier said. “They 
were afraid of being 
ignored. In eight 
days we're going to 
be difficult to ig- 
nore.” 

In the boot camp, CBR outlined the 
typical arguments used by those in fa- 
vor of abortion rights. In the training, 
volunteers are taught rebuttals to these 


arguments. 
For example, advocates for abortion 


-Kevin Olivier, director of 
operations with CBR 


advocates states that 
99 as a woman is in 
control of her own 
body, she can choose 
to have an abortion if 
she pleases. 

“T hate the bodily 
autonomy argument; said Anna Johnson, 
director of student outreach with CBR. “It 
blows my mind that anyone would use this 
argument.” 

Johnson has a 7-month-old baby girl, 
who she said she will be bringing to the 
GAP display. Johnson said this will be her 


first time bringing her baby to the demon- 
stration. 

She has been on the Cal State Long 
Beach campus previously demonstrating 
with GAP. Last year when she was on cam- 
pus, she was 24 weeks pregnant. 

“I think it was humanizing in a way to 
see a woman who is pregnant right in front 
of you,’ Johnson said. “It also helps people 
to realize that a pregnant woman can ac- 
complish things. Moms can have jobs, 
and they can have careers and they can 
go to school. Just because you're pregnant 
doesn't mean your life is over. We can be 
moms, and we can have careers and lead 
our lives while being moms. We can do 
both? 

However, GAP claims that 90 percent 
of abortions are performed on healthy 
mothers carrying healthy babies who were 
conceived during consensual sex. 

According to the Guttmacher Institute 
in New York, 7 percent of women cite 
health concerns as a reason for abortion. 
The most common reason, cited, by about 
89-72 percent of women, is aninability to 
afford a baby or interference with work or 
school. 

Anti-abortionists, abortion rights ad- 
vocates and even those without an opinion 
will all get an eyeful of what GAP has to 
offer next week. 
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Got itch? 


Dr. Mary Ann 
Takemoto points to 
an STI increase on 
campus. 


By ABDIEL BUSTILLO 
Staff Writer 


Gonorrhea and syphilis rates have 
risen among students tested at Cal 
State Long Beach, according to labo- 
ratory data from the Health Resource 
Center. 

Last Wednesday, Associate Vice 
President for Student Affairs Dr. Mary 
Ann Takemoto stated during an ASI 
Senate meeting that sexually trans- 
mitted infections have increased on 
campus. 

Takemoto was proposing an in- 
crease to the Student Health Service 
fee to $150 per year instead of the $90 
students currently pay. 

The rise is in line with U.S. reports. 
According to the U.S. Centers for Dis- 
ease Control and Prevention, three 
nationally reported STIs have signifi- 
cantly risen in percentage count. 

Chlamydia leads in reported cases 
with 1,400,00, gonorrhea with over 
350,000, and syphilis with over 19,000 
in 2014. 

The amount of reported cases of 
sexually transmitted diseases in the 
United States has increased drastically 
since 2014, the highest in young peo- 
ple aged 15-24, according to the CDC. 

Though the uptick was small — 
syphilis went up by 0.3 percent and 
gonorrhea by 0.2 percent — these STIs 
are the most dangerous. The rates of 
herpes, chlamydia and human papillo- 
mavirus fell over the last year. 

According to Heidi Girling, coordi- 


nator of the student Health Resource 
Center, the danger comes from gonor- 
rhea’s resistance to antibiotics and the 
serious outcomes of syphilis when left 
untreated. 

“There are several factors that may 
be contributing to the increase of STIs 
on campus,” Dr. Jessica Simpson said. 

Simpson is a staff physician at the 
Student Health Services department. 

“.. Both the recent awareness and 
acceptance of sexual activity, birth 
control and internet have made sexual 
interactions more risky,’ Simpson said. 

The Daily 49er spoke to Girling in 
search of a more informative founda- 
tion concerning STIs. 

What are some of the most common 
STIs? 

The most common STIs in the U.S. 
are HPV (about 50 percent of sexually 
active people have it), chlamydia and 
herpes. 

How are STIs transmitted? 

STIs are transmitted in different 
ways. Some are transmitted through 
body fluids (chlamydia, gonorrhea, 
HIV) and some are transmitted 
through skin-to-skin contact (HPV 
and herpes). Many STIs have no symp- 
toms, so it is important to get tested. 

Can the prevalent STIs on campus be 
treated? 

Chlamydia is curable with antibi- 
otics. Bacterial STIs can be cured with 
antibiotics (e.g., chlamydia, gonor- 
rhea, syphilis). 

Herpes simplex virus cannot be 
cured. HPV is also not curable. The 
viruses cannot be cured, only treated 
with medications to lessen the severity 
of the disease or reduce the symptoms. 
For example, HIV, HSV and HPV are 
viruses and cannot be cured. 

What can students do to protect 
themselves against STIs? 


Use condoms for oral, anal and 
vaginal sex every time with every sex 
partner from beginning to end. (Don't 
take it off halfway through or start out 
without a condom.) 

Talk to your partner before you 
have sex with them about getting test- 
ed or if they have an.STI. Communi- 
cation with your sex partners is critical 
to having an honest relationship. 

Avoid having sex when drunk or 
high. Learn about how to have saf- 
er sex. Reducing your number of sex 
partners is also recommended to re- 
duce your risk of getting STIs. 

A few dispensaries have been put 
up in the USU and SRWC, where else 
can students have access to contracep- 
tives? 

Free condoms are also available 
in the LGBT Resource Center, the 
Women and Gender Equity Resource 


* Center and the Health Resource Cen- 


ter. In the clinic, we also sell them 


at our pharmacy for a very reduced 
price. For example, we sell 10 Lifestyle 
condoms for about $2. We have other 
brands as well for a low price such as 
Trojan Magnums and Kimonos. 

Where can students get information 
about testing and services? 

Students can look at our website for 
more information about our testing 
services or they can also get more spe- 
cific STI information at the Centers for 
Disease Control.The American Social 
Health Association can also provide 
further information about STIs and 
partner communication. 

Students are always welcome to 
come in and talk to a health educator 
individually if they want more infor- 
mation about STI prevention, safer 
sex, partner communication or even 
learn about how to tell their partners 
if they have an STI. Our health educa- 
tors are knowledgeable and non-judg- 
mental. 


Visit www.ivc.edu/summer16 for details 
Summer Registration Begins April 4 


FAITH 


continued from page 3 


around campus. 

Lee and Espinoza met about three 
weeks ago when Espinoza needed help 
getting to lower campus after his class on 
a Tuesday. 

Lee sacrificed the first 20 minutes of 
class time to walk with Espinoza down to 
the USU and get lunch with him. Being 
late to class for three weeks, Lee ran into 
issues with his teacher and found a solu- 
tion in his friend Cho. 

She finishes class just in time to walk 
from lower to upper campus to pick Jose 
up from class and walk him down to the 
USU to get lunch. 

“T have a break from 12:15 until 4 p.m.? 
Cho says. “I don’t have anything to do, so 
I'll be staying with him, hanging out and 
eating probably” 

‘A lot of people disagree with the 
Catholic religion? he says. However, he 
remains unfazed. 

He and fellow club member Rhea 
Moreno, the co-fellowship coordinator, 
understand the retaliation they get from 
students when GAP comes onto the 
CSULB campus. According to Elizabeth 
Chelling, vice president of Beach New- 
man, those opposed to GAP sometimes 
yell and spit at them. 

Moreno acknowledges that the nature 
of the display is a bit harsh. 

‘Tm disgusted by the GAP display; 
Moreno says. “It's offensive, because abor- 
tion is offensive” 

Both Moreno and Espinoza know that 
there will be counter-protesters to the 
GAP display. 

“People are going to disagree with you, 
but we just remain calm,’ Moreno says. 

Although the two clubs seem to have 
opposing views, they both agree that 
GAP causes trauma when it is at CSULB. 
Both clubs share and offer information on 
abortion counseling. 

Espinoza is adamant in his beliefs and 
does not falter in his faith. 

Espinoza says he is ready for the GAP 
display and the controversy it will bring. 


Follow the ~ 
Daily 49er on: 


YoulD 
twitter 


- facebook. 


Goto 
www.daily49%er.com 
for more information 
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ARTS & LIFE 
It’s Pow Wow season 


American Indian 
Student Council aims 
to display American 
Indian presence on 
campus. 


By MICHAELA KwoKa-COLEMAN 
Staff Writer 


Native American students held the 
first Puvungna Pow Wow at Cal State 
Long Beach as a means of establishing 
their presence on campus and cele- 
brating their new journey as college 
students. 46 years later, the Pow wow 
continues — a celebration of life, cul- 
ture and community. 

This weekend, the Puvungna Pow 
Wow returns to CSULB’s central quad. 

The event, which will run March 12 
and 13, will feature traditional foods — 
such as Navajo tacos and fry bread — 
crafts, music and dance, 

American Indian Studies Program 
Director Craig Stone said that the Pow 
Wow is a “sharing of culture” and a “cel- 
ebration of life?” 

According to Stone, the first pow 
wow at CSULB was held to establish a 
Native American presence on campus 
and to gain community support for Na- 
tive American students. 

“The first pow wow was for families. 
It was a celebration of relatives going to 
school,’ Stone said. 

Stone said that the first Native 
American students to attend CSULB 
were usually the first in their families 
to attend university. He said that most 
were not academically or financially 
prepared. 

The American Indian Studies pro- 
gram at CSULB was created in 1968 
by a large number of Native Amer- 
ican students at CSULB. Stone said 
that program was the result of the 
need to tell the history and human- 
ity of the different Native American 
tribes. 


CSULB’s program is the first pro- 


gram of its kind west of the Mississippi, 


according to Stone. 

The students formed study groups to 
discuss Native American history, Stone 
said. Eventually, the students along with 
some faculty went to the administra- 
tion and asked for an American Indian 
Studies program. 

Since those who have attended the 
pow wows over the years are from 
different tribes, the Puvungna Pow- 
Wow has gathered and localized its 
own traditions. Stone said that many 
of the families who come to the pow- 
wow have been doing so for gener- 


Paglalakabay 


The Pilipino 
American Coalition 
welcomes their 30th 


Pilipino Cultural 
Night. 


By NATALIE RODRIGUEZ 
Staff Writer 


A night filled with with love, laugh- 
ter, and unity — the Pilipino American 
Coalition celebrates their 30th Pilipi- 
no Cultural Night among the Filipino 
community at the beach, enriched with 
culture and tradition. 

Daphne Ong, a senior health care 
administration major and PAC’s cur- 
rent president, said that this year’s cul- 
tural night has a unique theme. 

“The theme and our show is called 
‘Paglalakabay’ which means ‘welcome 
Ong said. “We are 
basically welcoming our alumni and 30 


» 
> 


home’ in Tagala. 


years of history to our show and PAC 
was their home so coming to PCN wel- 


comes them back” 

This year, the Pilipino Cultural Night 
is being held at the Carpenter’s Per- 
forming Arts center. According to Ong, 
each year the Pilipino Cultural Night 
presents different skits and perfor- 
mances that depicts what the organiza- 
tions and the Philippines are all about. 

“The show this year is basically a skit 
where five friends go home to the Phil- 
ippines for their own different reasons 
and within the skit, they intertwine 
cultural dances, Ong said. “For PCN 
we have five different suites that con- 
tain different areas of the Philippines, 
there's a Spanish suite that contains 
waltzing, [a] mountain suite, [a] rural 
suite, [a] regional [suite], and the Moro 
suite — which is the Southern part of 
the Philippines.” 

Michael Sarmiento, last year’s PAC 
president and an alumni from the stu- 
dio art program, covered the funda- 
mentals and background of the 30th 
Pilipino Cultural Night. 

“The Pilipino Cultural Night is a way 
for students of the Filipino background 
to get connected with their culture” 


ations. Stone himself remembers 
attending the pow wow at CSULB 
when he was a child. 

The pow wow is organized by the 
American Indian Student Council. Ac- 
cording to the AISC’s Facebook event 
page, this is the largest pow wow in 
Southern California. 

The pow wow is open to all in the 
Long Beach community. However, 
Stone said, “Our pow wow isn’t a show, 
it's not a performance.” 

Stone said people need to be respect- 
ful of the event and what it means both 
culturally and historically to the differ- 
ent Native American tribes. 


at Carpenter’s 


Sarmiento said. “Here in America we 
don’t know much of where our parents 
come from, so this is our [chance] to 
connect back to our roots and appreci- 
ating our history and as a result, I got 
involved with the organization” 

According to Sarmiento, he hopes 
that the event will bring the Filipino 
community together and welcome each 
other at a special event. 

“The Pilipino Cultural Night is a spe- 
cial event this year because it’s the 30th 
anniversary ,and I think more than 
ever we want this event to be a home- 
coming,” Sarmiento said. “Although the 
event is a homecoming for our return- 
ing alumni, it also welcomes our fam- 
ilies and the Filipinos who come from 
the Philippines and provides them with 
the sense of home that they are remind- 
ed of where they come from? 

The event is filled with a variety of 
Filipino culture and the Pilipino Amer- 
ican Coalition demonstrates the funda- 
mentals and purpose of what the cul- 
ture represents through skits, singing 
and dance performances, Sarmiento 
said. 
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Last year’s annual Pow Wow included colorful, traditional American Indian clothing to celebrate the presence of American Indians on the CSULB campus. 


One of the first events at the pow 
wow is the student encouragement 
song. Stone said the song, which is sung 
in the Dakota language, is a reminder 
that Native American students aren't 
going to school for themselves but for 
the community and for future genera- 
tions. 

“People say they feel comfortable, 
or that they were moved by what peo- 
ple talked about or by the music,” said 
Stone. 

According to Stone, since the rise in 
the 1970s of American Indian students 
attending college, there has been a 
widespread belief throughout different 


communities that education will bring 
about power and positive change. 

Many who have graduated from the 
American Indian Studies program at 
CSULB have gone on to do “wonder- 
ful” things for their tribes, according to 
Stone. 

“We have many role models affiliated 
with Long Beach and the American In- 
dian Studies program,’ Stone said. 

The event will begin at 11 a.m. both 
days. Closing ceremonies will be at 10 


p.m. on Saturday, and on Sunday they 
will be at 6 p.m. 

Admission and parking for the pow 
wow is free both Saturday and Sunday. 


Puoto Courtesy OF: JUSTINELEMENT.COM 


Last year’s annual Pilipino Cultural Night included many displays of art 


and dance rooted in Filipino culture. 


The Pilipino American Coalition is 
an active student-run organization that 
serves the youth and Filipino commu- 
nities in the Long Beach area. 

The main focus of the organization 
is to provide positive youth and activ- 
ities to assist alternative choices in es- 


tablishing character development and 


community involvement through pro- 
grams that promote education, culture, 
leadership and the community. 
Sarniento also mentioned that there 
are other organizations that are in- 


see PILIPINO, page 8 
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DEAR GOULE FAGULTY, 


We support the CFA’s fight for a 5% salary 
increase and for re-instituting the salary step in- 
creases or SSIs. We think both are not only fair but 
necessary. Every faculty member on our campus 
deserves a fair salary. 


As department chairs and school directors, we have 
seen the dramatic negative effects on faculty of no 
meaningful salary increase for almost ten years. 


THESE INGLUDE: 


b Talented faculty leaving our University because 
of the stagnant pay and deteriorating working 
conditions; 


> Top tier candidates choosing to go elsewhere 
because we can’t offer high enough starting 
salaries; 

ie Associate and full professors making less than 
new assistant professors; 

ca Lecturers being asked to ‘volunteer’ for duties 


because there’s ‘no budget’ to pay for their 
service. 


This list could go on and on. 


Www. DAILY49E—R.COM 


We have all been witness to the gradual undermining 
of one of the nation’s best public higher education 
systems. Faculty play the pivotal role in the 
University’s core mission to provide a high-quality 
education to an increasingly diverse California. Yet, 
while faculty continue to invest their time and energy 
needed to promote student success, they find them- 
selves struggling to support their families. Last year 
alone 34% of CSU administrators got at least a 5% 
raise and 18% of CSU administrators got an increase 
of 10% or more. Even as the number of 
administrators and their salaries continue to grow, 
the Chancellor tells us we must live within our 
means. 


FIGHT 
SFIVE! 


Our students deserve better than to be treated as a 
statistic on a graduation roster; and faculty deserve 
better than to be treated as disposable widgets. We 
finally have an opportunity to alter this destructive 
pattern and reinvest in our University system; to 
provide our students, our communities, and our 
state with the kind of public education that has been 
emulated around the world. 


These are the reasons we 
are willing to go on strike. 
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SINCERELY, 


CRAIG STONE ............. American Indian Studies 
BRETT MIZELLE ........... American Studies 


KAREN QUINTILIANI ..... Anthropology 
KAREN KLIENFELDER ....... Art 


TERI YAMADA .............. Asian & Asian American Studies 
CHRIS BRAZIER ........... Chemistry & Biochemistry 
~ JOSE MORENO ............ Chicano & Latino Studies 
ANN JOHNSON ............ Communication Studies 
BRENDA VOGEL ........... Criminal Justice 
ANDREW VACA ...........- Dance 
EILEEN: KEINKS nt English 
JERRY MOSHER ............. Film & Electronic Arts 
PAUL ARIS i. hvccuscscee Geography, Environmental Science & Policy 
STAN: FINNEY ©....-...5..... Geological Sciences 


ae Health Care Administration 


EMMA DAUGHERTY .... Journalism & Mass Communication 
JESSICA PANDYA ........ Liberal Studies 

MALCOLM FINNEY ...... Linguistics 

DAVID ABRAMIS .......... Management & Human Resource Mangement 
JALAL TORABZADEH .. Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 

LUCY HUCKABAY ........ Nursing 2 


WAYNE WRIGHT .......... Philosophy 

JODY CORMACK ......... Physical Therapy 

TERESA WRIGHT ......... Political Science 

DAVE WHITNEY ............ Psychology 

DAVID STEWART .......... Religious Studies 

MARKUS MULLER ......... Romance, German, Russian Languages & Literature 


LISA MARTIN HANSEN... Science Education 

JARED STALLONES ....... Single Subject Credential Program 
NANCY MEYER-ADAS.... Social Work 

KRIS ZENTGRAF ............ Sociology 

CAROLYN MADDING ..... Speech-Language Pathology 
PAUL BOYD-BATSTONE Teacher Education 


we deserve 
FAIR PAY! 
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Column 


Studies find that 
students become less 
religious in college. 


By JORGE PANIGUA 
Staff Writer 


Students are leaving organized reli- 
gion in flocks at Cal State Long Beach 
to embrace a lifestyle where their 
spirituality is strong but their belief 
in a higher power is optional. 

Collecting data from over 14,000 
students attending 136 colleges, UC- 
LA’s Higher Education Research In- 
stitute found that students are likely 
to be religious during their freshman 
year but end up changing their reli- 
gious identity to a more spiritual one 
— not defined by a deity — by their 
junior or senior year. 

Students interested in focusing on 
their spirituality depend on an ethi- 
cal, secular way of living completed 
by disciplines of mind — but no be- 
lief in a God is necessary, according 
to the study. 

Jon R. Stone, Ph.D, professor for 
the department of Religious Stud- 
ies at Cal State Long Beach, sur- 
veyed students taking his courses at 
CSULB. 

According to results gathered 
from 2014, Stone found that 33 
percent of students in his class who 
identified as religious and attended 
religious services frequently, either 
two times or more each week, were 
mostly freshman. Another 34 per- 
cent of students who identified as 
non-religious and never attended 
religious services was comprised of 
junior- and senior-year students. 

The other 33 percent was a blend of 
students who rarely attended religious 
services.and those who did not neces- 
sarily identify as religious or nonreli- 
gious — possibly focusing on a more 
spiritual aspect, as reported by Stone. 


PILIPINO 
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volved:and connected with PAC. 
“We have Zeta Phi Rho, which is 
an Asian-American fraternity here 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 


EAP OPTOMETRY 


6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St 
& Palo Verde Ave.)“A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, of 3). A valid corrent student 1D must be presented at the 
time of services. The offer cannot be combined with any other 
discounts or insoronce. 


$99 SPECIAL 


1 PAIR OF DISPOSABLE CONTACT LENSES 


20% OFF PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES 
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These results mirror the UCLA 
study that many college students ei- 
ther seem to leave organized religion 
or embrace a new form of spirituality 
by the end of their college experience. 

Professor Gabriel S. Estrada, who 
holds a doctorate in comparative cul- 
tural and literary studies, does not 
believe students are becoming less re- 
ligious. Instead, they are beginning to 
have less of a need for an institution to 
tell them what to believe. 

Additionally, Estrada correlates be- 
lieving in organized religion to one’s 
economic situation. 

“Where people tend to have more 
material wealth and comfort they 
also tend to have less religious be- 
liefs.” Estrada said. “So there may be 
a correlation to surviving on very 
little and feeling the need to be a 
part of a church to explain things 
like poverty or to explain some of 
the difficulties of living. The poor- 
est countries are often the most re- 
ligious.” 

But apart from the economic situ- 
ation affecting a student's belief in a 
deity, there is also the scientific argu- 
ment. Scientific fact may not always 
agree with what is written in certain 
holy books. 

Estrada also believes that science is 
one of the reasons as to why students 
may, become detached from religion.- 
~ However, Stone believes that orga- 
nized religion should not be deemed 
irrelevant as a result of science, be- 
different 
questions than the kind that science 


cause religion answers 
does. 

“The questions that the Greeks 
asked, that the ancient Sumerians 
asked, the people in ancient India 
asked are still the same questions we 
ask today,’ Stone said. “We ask ques- 
tions like “Why am I here? What is 
this world all about? Is there mean- 
ing in life? What happens after this 
life is done?’ and religion is uniquely 
poised to answer these questions in 
meaningful ways. Science isn’t in the 
position to answer those questions.” 

While science can contribute to a 


~ student’s detachment from religion, 


it may not necessarily fill the void left 
from removing religion. Students be- 


and also two Asian-American sorori- 
ties: Kappa Psi Epsilon, and Chi Delta 
Theta,” Sarmiento said. “We also have 
members from different organizations 
such as the Cambodian Society and 
the Vietnamese Student Association 
who participate in our Cultural Night.” 

Each performance will showcase 


INCLUDES: 


EYE EXAM + EYEGLASSES* 
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EYE EXAM + 


OR 


20% OFF EYE EXAM 
20% OFF EYEGLASSES 


eases ARPS-OE-TolRE 
College students leaving God behin 


coming more spiritually focused may 
choose to answer these “life” questions 
with their own personal answers or be- 
lieve in a “higher power” that fits their 
criteria. 

“The claim of God’s existence is not 
empirically verifiable” Daniel Diaz, 
outreach coordinator for the Muslim 
Student Association said. “However, 
this doesn't seem to affect the religious 
communities that believe in revealed 
knowledge in addition to humanly ac- 
quired knowledge.” 

Diaz agrees that secularization 
is growing on college campuses but 
said it is mainly affecting Christian 
students and not other religious 
groups. 

“Hindus, Jews, and Muslims in the 
United States are among the religious 
groups with the largest percentage of 


the bond and strength of the Filipino 
community through the importance 
of culture, family, tradition and pride. 

The Pilipino American Coalition 
is a nonprofit student organization 
established in 1972 to celebrate the 
rise of the Filipino American com- 
munity and was founded at CSULB. 


retention of adherents in compari- 


son to the rest of the religious pop- 
ulation,” Diaz said. “While almost all 
branches of Christianity have expe- 
rienced a decline in religious affili- 
ation, non-Christian religions have 
experienced a small growth.” 

According to a December 2015 
Pew Research study, Islam is on the 
rise. By 2070, it will be the world’s 
largest religion, surpassing Christi- 
anity. In order to be a Muslim, it is 
a requirement to believe in the God 
of Islam, but among Hindu or Jew- 
ish people, a belief in a deity is not 
necessary. 

Rabbi Drew Kaplan, the rabbi for 
the on-campus organization Beach 
Hillel, said his parents were non-ob- 
servant Jews, and college was an 
opportunity for him to embrace his 


In 1986, CSULB was inspired by 
the greater Southern California Fil- 
ipino community and held its first 
Pilipino Cultural Night, “Anyong 
Pilipino: Portrait of the Filipino.” 

Thirty years later, the Long Beach 
Pilipino Cultural Night continues 
to be a muse for preserving tradi- 


ILLUSTRATION By MIRANDA ANDRADE-CEJA 


Jewish heritage. Although he em- _ 


braced Jewish customs and tradi- 
tions, he didn’t necessarily become 
involved with Judaism because of 
God. 

“T don't think that Judaism is a reli- 
gion like Islam or Christianity; in my 
perspective Judaism is more about the 
ways of the Jewish people rather than 
it is a distinct religion that is just a re- 
ligion” Rabbi Kaplan said. “There are 
a large amount of Jews who are atheist 
or agnostic. They don't believe in God 
but they still want to be a part of the 
people and they still connect with dif- 
ferent Jewish activities” 

Many college students are picking 
up their own spiritual philosophy 
and are either fully or partially leav- 
ing the organized religion they once 
deemed appropriate for them. 


tion while encouraging progress and 
awareness. The Pilipino Cultural 
Night will be held on March 26 at the 
Carpenter Performing Arts Center. 

For ticket information visit the 
Carpenter Center box office or at the 
USU information booth or visit car- 
penterarts.org. 


Follow the Daily 49er on: 


facebook 


Go to www.daily49er.com for more information 
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Access to cigarettes in ashes 


California legislature 
has approved measures 
to raise the legal 
purchasing age for 
tobacco to 21. 


By MicayLA VERMEEREN 
Opinions Editor 


he morning I turned 18, my best 

friend handed me a checklist of 

stereotypical “adult” tasks I need- 

ed to complete by the end of the 

weekend: buy a lottery ticket, vis- 
it a sex shop, legally purchase spray paint, get 
some sort of body modification and buy a pack 
of cigarettes. 

I figured I could kill two birds with one 
7-Eleven trip, so I walked into the convenience 
store and asked for two scratchers and a pack 
of Marlboro Reds - the only brand I knew by 
name after seeing tops of packages peek out of 
friends’ backpacks. 

The clerk rang up my purchases and took my 
cash without once asking me for any form of 
identification. To be honest, it took the wind 
out of my sails. This was supposed to be the 
moment where I flashed my membership card 
to the world of big, bad adulthood and left be- 


hind the days-of being a kid! I couldn't pull a six - 


pack off the racks, but I could surely get some 
smokes! This was all I had to prove. 

Cigarettes and alcohol are social staples of 
being an adult, but the two offered to the pop- 
ulation at different, arbitrary age checkpoints. 
There is absolutely no reason a newly eighteen 
year old should be trusted to mess around with 
literal cancer sticks without regulation but not 
be able to order a beer at dinner. 

And that, my friends, is the problem with 
American smoking laws. Or American drink- 
ing laws. Or both. 

Last week, the California Assembly voted 
to raise the age of legal tobacco purchase and 
consumption to 21 years old, and as hypocriti- 
cal as it may sound, I’m in total support of the 
motion. 

Let’s break this down. 

Yes, at the age of 18, American citizens are 
considered legal adults. Yes, legal adults are af- 
forded certain rights in regards to what they can 
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and cannot do with their lives and their bodies. 
Yes, smoking cigarettes is a personal choice and 
should not be taken away from anybody. 

But nobody is trying to ban cigarettes. 

All the state of California is attempting to do 
is give our adults just a few more years to ma- 
ture before starting a slow suicide, puff by puff. 

Because of the three year gap between being 
able to legally smoke and legally drink, ciga- 
rettes have more time to get casual smokers 
addicted and addicted smokers on the path to 
throat, lung, mouth and tongue cancer, emphy- 
sema and everyone's favorite - smoker’s cough. 

According to Save Lives California, the lob- 
by organization backed by the American Can- 
cer Society that pushed the bill, 95 percent of 
adult smokers pick up the habit before their 
21st birthday. Upping the age necessary to pur- 
chase cigarettes would undeniably cut into this 
number. 

It’s not realistic to assume smokers under the 
age of 21 will magically quit and have absolute- 
ly no way to get their hands on a pack, but for 
those who haven't started smoking or only do 
so socially, the age restriction could keep them 
away from falling too deep into nicotine addic- 
tion. 

Now, I don’t want to bash people who smoke. 
There's absolutely no reason to. 

Whether they smoke to help quell anxiety, 
satisfy an oral fixation, curb hunger, reduce 
stress, have an excuse to 
step outside every few 
hours, or otherwise, 
consuming tobacco 
is their full and total 
right. [ll never ask 
someone to put out a 
cigarette around me 
or look at them differ- 
ently when I find out 
about their hazy little 
habit. 

But, in the same way 
consuming alcohol is a 
regulated right, asking 
for similar tobacco re- 
strictions is really not 
out of line. 

I'm not surprised 
that even the legisla- 
tive votes were split, 
with both Republicans 
and Democrats voting 
in and out of favor on 
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the bill. And I am wholly 
anticipating the argu- 
ments I know will be 
made in the next few 
days - if you can enlist 
in the army, if you can 
vote, if you can live 
on your own, if 
you can file and 
pay taxes, you 


can smoke. 
I could get 
into the issues I 


have with those ar- 
guments, but that 
would tailspin 
into an_ entire- 

ly new train of 
thought that [’m 
not trying to ride 
right now. All I 
need to say is that a 
statewide measure to 
protect the health of vul- 
nerable young adults is 
a measure I will back 
- even if it does change 


some birthday traditions. 


Holy smokes. 


MICHELLE Kumata | THE SEATTLE Times | TNS 
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hours between the Hawaii game 
and coming in here and having to 
play [on Feb. 27],” Monson said. “We 
know they feel like they didn’t give us 
their best shots the other day, and we 
know that we're going to get their best 
shots this week.” 

UCR took a hit to its roster when it 
dismissed Taylor Johns on Feb. 19 due 
to a violation of team rules, accord- 
ing to the Press-Enterprise. Johns was 
one of the Highlanders’ leading scor- 
ers, averaging 15.5 points per game in 


Quarterfinals 


¢@ », MEN’S BASKETBALL PREVI. 


Thursday, March 10th 


Prime Ticket 


Game 2 


22 games played. 

Nevertheless, the Highlanders re- 
bounded with senior Jaylen Bland 
leading the way. The 6-foot-3-inch 
guard leads his team and ranks fourth 
in the Big West with 15.9 ppg. The 
49ers know they will have to keep a 
lid on Bland if they want to come out 
with a win in this quarterfinal match- 
up. 

“[Bland] is like the head monster 
of their team,” LBSU senior guard A.J. 
Spencer said. “We just have to come 
out with whatever game plan the 
coaches draw up and try to settle him 
down. I think last time he only had six 
or eight points.” 

In the most recent matchup be- 


tween these two teams, 


Spencer 
guarded Bland most of the game and 
stymied his offensive rhythm. Bland 
scored eight points and made just two 
out of 10 attempts from the field and 
two out of nine from beyond the arc. 

“T think [Bland] is the best shooter 
in the league” Monson said. “If you 
leave him open he is going to make 
you pay. We have got to dedicate a guy 
on him and not help off of him.” 

The 49ers have their own arsenal of 
shooters to counteract UCR’s, includ- 
ing the second highest scorer in the 
Big West, senior guard Nick Faust. In 
his lone season with LBSU, Faust av- 
eraged 17.1 ppg and came up big for 
the 49ers in tight games. 


Against UC Santa Barbara on Jan. 
28, Faust poured in a game-high 34 
points and helped LBSU rally from a 
15 point second half deficit to defeat 
the Gauchos 80-70 in overtime. 

On Monday, Faust earned first- 
team All-Big West honors and won 
the 2015-16 Big West Newcomer of 
the Year. 

In addition, junior forward Tra- 
vis Hammonds won the Big West’s 
Best Sixth Player award. Coming off 
the bench, Hammonds averaged 9.8 
points per game and shot more than 
40 percent for the season. 

Starting point guard Justin Bibbins 
earned second-team All-Big West 
honors and fellow sophomore Gabe 


Big West Mens Basketball Tournament 


Semifinals 


Game 1 


iSeevan Game 5 


Highest 


Remaining 


Seed 


Lowest 


Remaining 


Seed 


Thursday, March 10th 


30 minutes after Game 1 


ae 
RIVERSIDE Thursday, March 10th 


30 minutes after Game 3 


Prime Ticket 


Game 3 


Thursday, March 10th 


Prime Ticket 


Prime Ticket 


Game 6 
6 p.m. 


2nd highest 
Remaining 
Seed 


2nd lowest 
Remaining 
Seed 


Friday, March 11th 
psa. 
ESPNU & ESPN 3 


Friday, March 11th. _.. 
6:30 p.m. 
ESPNU & ESPN 3 


Honda Center, Anaheim 


AGamied . a7 


Final 


Saturday, March 12th 
8:30 p.m. 
ESPN 2 


SPORTSD4 9ER@ GMAIL.COM 


Levin earned an honorable in his first 
season of eligibility at LBSU. 

After finishing the season on a 
high note, LBSU knows it has a lot 
of momentum going into this match- 
up. But the 49ers understand that the 
season can be cut short if they are not 
focused on its first opponent of the 
tourney. ‘ 

“What a lot of teams do is they look 
ahead, and all of a sudden their year is 
over,’ Monson said. “If you're worried 
about getting deep into the tourna- 
ment, you'll never go deep.” 

The 49ers’ 
against the Highlanders is set to tip 
off at 8:30 p.m. Thursday inside the 
Honda Center in Anaheim. 


quarterfinal match 


Automatic 
bid in NCAA 


Tournament 
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Column 


BEN HAMMERTON | DalLy 49ER 
The LBSU men’s basketball team huddles during the 49ers’ 81-76 overtime win over Cal State Northridge 
on Feb, 6 inside the Walter Pyramid. 


LBSU ready to run 
through tourney 


The 49ers’ chemistry 
gives them a solid 
chance of going 

far in Big West 


tourneament. 


By WILL HERNANDEZ 
Assistant aa: Editor 


It has been three years since the 
Long Beach State men’s basketball 
team won the Big West Tournament 
and made it into the NCAA tour- 
ney; however, the 49ers’ chances of 
running the table are better than 
they've been since the last time they 
did so in 2011-12. 

LBSU finished with an 18-13 
overall record and went 12-4 in the 
Big West, the first time the team has 
finished above .500 since the 2013- 
13 season. Although the 49ers face 
an uphill battle to snap that NCAA 
drought, they have a lot of momen- 
tum going in. 

After splitting the first six games 
against conference foes, LBSU went 
on a tear mowing down nine of its 
last 10 opponents. The 49ers even 
topped the league’s best team, Ha- 
waii, in Honolulu, and then hand- 
ed them their first road loss against 
conference opponents this season; 
LBSU beat Hawai'i 74-72 inside the 
Walter Pyramid on Saturday. 

With that type of consistency to 
end the season, the 49ers are getting 
hot at the right time. 

‘At this point you want your team 
to hit its peak, and I think that is 
what we're doing right now,’ senior 


guard A.J. Spencer said. 

Since LBSU beat UC Santa Bar- 
bara 80-70 in overtime on Jan. 28, 
something within the team clicked. 
LBSU head coach Dan Monson said 


. it was a matter of learning how to 


play together. 

“Part of it has been our schedule, 
part of it is guys just settling down 
and focusing on doing their job and 
not trying to do too much? Monson 


said. “Trusting each other has been ‘ 


the biggest thing” 

Learning to trust each other is 
the key component that fueled LB- 
SU’s late season surge. It is no sur- 
prise that the 49ers have excelled at 
that, though. 

Coming into this season, LBSU 


- had four players who bonded last 


season as redshirts: seniors Nick 
Faust and A.J. Spencer and soph- 
omores Gabe Levin and Roschon 
Prince. 

As a result, the 49ers have one 
attribute that has been proven to go 
deep in tournament play: chemistry. 

“Oh man, probably the best 
chemistry team I’ve been a part [of] 
for a while,’ junior forward Travis 
Hammonds said. “This year’s team 
is probably the most [bonded]; we 
all like each other, but there isa dif- 


~ ference between love and like. We 
all love each other. We got every:. 
body’s back through the thick and _ 


thin” 


Faust, who is the team’s leading 
scorer [17.1 ppg], is also the an-" 


chor of the 49er love boat. After 


every whistle or stoppage in play, 


Faust gathers the troops to. make 
sure everyone is still on the same 


page. 


“If youre playing bad or some- 
thing is not going your way, we 
always huddle and pick each other 
up to give somebody that helping 
hand and support they need to keep 
going and get back into the game,” 
Hammonds said. 

_Going into tonight’s quarterfinals 
matchup against UC Riverside, the 
49ers had an advantage: one team is 
hot while the other is shot. 

UCR stumbled down the stretch 
after it dismissed one of its star 
players, Taylor Johns, after he vio- 
lated team rules for a second time 
this season. 

When these two teams last faced 
each other, LBSU kept a lid on Riv- 
erside’s leading scorer Jaylen Bland 
and cruised to a 66-55 win on Feb. 
27. 

When the 49ers get through the 
Highlanders, they will most likely 
meet UC Irvine in the semifinals; 
barring an upset by Cal Poly. 

Although LBSU has lost its last 
three contests against the Anteaters, 
history is on its side. 

Last time the 49ers won the tour- 
ney in 2011-12, they knocked off 
UCI 68-57 in the semifinals. 

Predicting the future is not my 
forte, but Hawai’i will probably end 
up in the championship round un- 
less UCSB’s offense gets hot. The 
49ers are undefeated in two games 
against the Rainbow Warriors this 
season and are capable of making it 
a hattrick. 

With a good combination of tal- 
ent, focus and chemistry, the 49ers 
are poised to make a deep run in the 
Big West tournament. 

The ball is in LBSU’s court. 


eonad the horn anh Monson 


Long Beach State men’s basketball coach Dan Monson gave the Daily 49er an overview 


of all the team’s playing in the Big West tournament which tips off today. 


Hawar'i 
“Hawai'i is a real athletic team; they are the most aggressive 
team in the league defensively, and really score well off their 
defense.” 


UC IrvINE 

“They are the most balanced team. They have great size and 
guards and they utilize that zone with both and are very effec- 
tive.” 


UC Sant BarBARA 

“J think they are playing the best basketball in the league right 
now. They are in a great rhythm, especially offensively. Michael 
Bryson and Gabe Vincent are probably the best one-two punch 
in the league” 


UC Davis 

“Davis is the best defensive team in the league. They really 
cause people to get frustrated and can win games with their 
defense.” 


UC RIvERSIDE Weel 

“Riverside has played better since [senior forward] Taylor 
Johns left the team. They are the most together team in the 
league right now. They, are playing well and relying-on-each 
other. They ‘Have a good balance of offense and defense” 


Cat Poty 

“Cal Poly is the most dangerous team in the league coming 
into the tournament because they are the best shooting team 
in the league. They can score from five positions: and if they get 
hot they can repeat something they did tws years ago.” 


Ca STATE FULLERTON I a ae os 
“Fullerton had Hawaii down four with over a minute left at 


their place. They are a team that has great pe and when 


you have that you have a chance.” 


2015-16 ALL-BIG WEST 
WINNERS 

Player of the  Freshmanof Best Sixth Best Coach of the 

.. Year the Year Player Defensive Year 

Stefan Jankovic, Khalil Ahmad, Travis Player Eran Ganot, 

Hawaii Cal State Hammonds, Mamadou Hawai'i 
Fullerton Long Beach Ndiaye, UC 
State Irvine 

ALL-CONFERENCE TEAMS 
FIRST TEAM 
PLAYER © SCHOOL YEAR 
Roderick Bobbitt Hawai ‘i senior 
Michael Bryson UC Santa Barbara senior 
Nick Foust Long Beach State senior 
Stefan Jankovic - Hawai'i junior 
Mamadou Ndiaye UC Irvine junior 
Luke Nelson UC Irvine junior 
SECOND TEAM. 
PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR 
Justin Bibbins Long Beach State sophomore _ 
Jaylen Bland UC Riverside senior 
Josh Fox UC Davis senior 
Aaron Valdes Hawai'i junior 
Alex Young UC Irvine senior 
HONORABLE MENTION 
PLAYER SCHOOL YEAR 
Khalil Ahmad Cal State Fullerton freshman 
Eric Childress UC Santa Barbara junior 
Tre’ Coggins Cal State Fullerton junior 
Darius Graham UC Davis junior 
Secean Johnson UC Riverside junior 
Gabe Levin Long Beach State sophomore 
David Nwaba Cal Poly senior 
Kendall Smith CSUN junior 
Gabe Vincent UC Santa Barbara sophomore 
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PHOTOS BY WILLIAM MARTIN | Daly 49ER 
Top, junior guard Raven Benton runs back 


to defend after hitting the game winning 


shot. Above, LBSU head coach Jody Wynn 
motivates her team after calling her final 


timeout. Right, junior forward Jewelyn 


Sawyer goes up for a shot and draws a foul 
against Cal Poly’s Hannah Gilbert late in 


the game on Wednesday inside the Bren 
Events Center in Irvine. 


FG% 


Rebounds — Assists 


“1 hit my teammate and | saw that she 
_ got stuck too, so | tried to turn to the ball 
and | just made a play. 


3FG% 


36 


Blocks Turnovers 


—Raven Benton, 49ers 


CAL POLY 
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time this season, the Mustangs outplayed 
the 49ers in the fourth quarter, but LBSU 
did enough to grab the victory. 

“Tt only takes two possessions and the 
lead’s gone,” Mustang head coach Faith 
Mimnaugh said. “I can’t get a substitute 
up there quick enough when [LBSU] turn 
up the heat and they're heading down- 
hill” 

The 49ers snapped out of their first-half 
funk, taking command in the third quarter 
with a 16-5 run that lasted over five min- 
utes. 

“J had to burn two timeouts in that run, 
which I hated” Mimnaugh said. “Doesn't 
mean we had anything at the end, so that 
was costly.” 

That run not only gave the 49ers their 
first lead of the game, but their largest lead 
of the night with 10 points. Offense aside, 
LBSU head coach Jody Wynn credited 
her defense for bringing the 49ers into the 
game. LBSU also forced eight turnovers 
and grabbed five steals during its five min- 
ute run. 

“I think our defensive presence in the 
full court kept [Cal Poly] from having such 
a long possession in the half court? Wynn 
said. “Our intensity from our press really 
ignited us offensively and gave us a little bit 
more energy to defend.” 

Despite a strong-second half by LBSU, 


the 49ers opened the game missing its first 


oe 


FG% FT% 


Rebounds 


SPORTSD49ER@GMAIL.COM 


six shots and letting Cal Poly get a quick 
six point lead. Sophomore guard Cece Wil- 
son ended the drought and put the 49ers 
on the scoreboard for the first time at the 
7:42 mark. 

LBSU continued to struggle from the 
field the rest of the first quarter. The 49ers 
shot 25 percent from the field and went one 
for four from behind the arc. 

“T think we were really tight” Wynn 
said. “We came out and really just kind of 
pressed it. I think every shot we took was 
long. We missed free throws, we shot really 
long hard balls off the iron. We were just 
pressing.” 

The bad shooting carried over into the 
second quarter where the 49ers still shot 
27.3 percent from the field, but turned up 
the pressure defensively as they stole the 
ball five times, had two blocks and forced 
the Mustangs to shoot 23.1 percent from 
the field. 

Mustangs’ senior guard Beth Balbierz 
and sophomore guard Dynn Leaupepe 
carried Cal Poly offensively in the first half, 
scoring eight points apiece. 

Balbierz put up the team-high 17 points, 
but failed to finish the game as she fouled 
out with 2:33 left in the game. 

Balbierz’s absence cost the Mustangs as 
Cal Poly scored only four points down the 
stretch. 

Junior guard Anna Kim led the 49ers 
with 15 points, 10 of which came in the 
first half. 

LBSU moves on to the semifinals to face 
second place Hawai'i at the Honda Center 
in Anaheim. Tip off begins at 2:30 p.m. 


3FG% 


“| don't think we got tired out, more it’s just 
that when we tend to make mistakes we 


tend to spin. 


